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Pembroke Elementary School 
 

 

Mission Statement 

Pembroke Elementary is dedicated to providing an educational environment where 

students and staff have opportunities to realize their individual potential academically, 

personally, socially and physically. 

 

Vision Statement 

Our vision for Pembroke Elementary School children is that all children have the 

knowledge and skills to lead productive lives and contribute globally to society. 

 

Parent Involvement Policy 

Pembroke Elementary School Title I Parental Involvement Policy promotes partnerships 

between parents and teachers to support communication and participation within the 

school and community.  We will continue to build parental involvement through a variety 

of family activities designed to enhance each studentôs academic and social development.  

The Title I staff and National Network of Partnership Schools Action Team, which is 

composed of teachers, parents, and an administrator, will work cooperatively with the 

PTA and School Planning Council to plan, develop, implement, and evaluate programs 

that promote parental involvement. 
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Pembroke Elementary School 
 

Introduction  
Construction began in the spring of 1962 and was completed in 1963.  Pembroke Elementary, 

home of the Mustangs, was renovated in 2002 and is one of 57 elementary schools in the city of 

Virginia Beach. 

 

The Pembroke neighborhoods are located in a highly urbanized sector of the city.  Our 

community consists of single family homes and one large apartment complex and is known for its 

exemplary multicultural harmony.  It is multigenerational, as well as, multicultural community 

with a large military contingent.  The attendance zone is bound by Virginia Beach Boulevard, 

Witchduck Road, Independence Boulevard and Jericho Road.  The Bayside area is bounded on 

the north by the Chesapeake Bay; on the east by the western branch of the Lynnhaven Inlet; on 

the south by Virginia Beach Boulevard; and on the west by the city of Norfolk. 

 

Pembroke Elementary School currently has an enrollment of approximately 521 preschool 

through fifth grade students.  The school also serves a wide variety of students with disabilities. 

Early Discoveries, a YMCA preschool program, and the Southeastern Cooperative Educational 

Programs (SECEP), a Norfolk based program for autistic students, are also housed at Pembroke 

ES.  The school is well known for its high academic standards as shown by our test scores.  

Pembroke Elementary is a fully accredited school.  Here at Pembroke, we are committed to 

providing a student-centered, success oriented program dedicated to the academic needs and 

personal fulfillment of every elementary-age child. 

 

History  
Pembroke Elementary School is located on a twelve-acre site and construction began in the spring 

of 1962. The cost of the land was $120,000, and the cost of the building was $776,331. At the 

time it was built, it was the second school in the City of Virginia Beach to be built on the 

architectural design of Waller and Britt. 

 

Construction began on the first addition to Pembroke Elementary in July 1987. Funding for 

special education classrooms and physical education facilities had been approved by voters in a 

1985 school bond referendum. The architectural firm of CEGG designed the addition; Duke and 

Associates was the general contractor. The additional classrooms housed students with severe 

disabilities, pre-school children with developmental delays, and SECEP classes for students with 

autism. This addition to the school doubled its size, and the 97,000 square foot school opened for 

students on September 6, 1988. 

In July 2002, construction began on an $8.5 million project to renovate and modernize Pembroke 

Elementary.  The modernization project added another 40,000 square feet of space to the existing 

building that included a new library/media center, computer resource center, art room, music 

room, special programs room, and administrative office area.  Construction was substantially 

complete in December 2004 and the ñnewò building was dedicated on May 5, 2005. 

Pembroke Elementary 

Mascot: Mustangs 

Colors: Blue and white 
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Pembroke Elementary School 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE COMMITTEE  

End of Year Report 2008-2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE GOALS:  

 

1. To develop a plan to reduce student absences school-wide.  

2. To analyze student attendance, report absences, and monitor tardiness. 

3. To develop an incentive/recognition program that would encourage student 

attendance. 

4. To increase parental awareness and involvement with encouraging daily student 

attendance. 

 

PROGRESS MADE ON EACH GOAL:  

 

1. To develop a plan to reduce student absences school-wide.  

a. The Attendance Committee developed a plan to use incentives to 

encourage students to attend school regularly and student perfect 

attendance recognition to reduce student absences.  Sub-committees and 

offices were formed.  See Addendum to Goal 1. 

b. The Attendance Committee continued the quarterly and monthly 

incentives program and March attendance activities to encourage daily 

attendance. 

c. The Attendance Committee implemented an incentive program to reward 

families of Special Education students whose attendance had improved.  

  

2. To analyze student attendance, report absences, and monitor tardiness. 

a. The attendance secretary and data specialist provided the attendance 

committee with 2007- 2008 school year attendance data and 2008- 2009 

school year attendance data.   

b. After analyzing the Measurable Objectives and Focus in the PCI report, 

the Attendance Committee decided not to make economically 

disadvantage students a target group.  The committee could not effectively 

identify and track economically disadvantage studentsô attendance. 

However, the committee decided to monitor African American Males 

attendance since this categoryôs attendance ranged from 94- 95 percentile 

in the 2007-2008 school year. The committee also decided to lessen focus 

on Special Education students who are severely disabled since their 
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attendance is influenced by their health.  The committee recommended to 

encourage parents of severely disabled students with incentives during the 

month of March and to recognize students who improve their attendance 

during the school year.  

c. The month of March attendance results are reported in the NO Child Left 

Behind legislation Adequate Yearly Progress Report. The School-wide 

Attendance report for March reflects this category in the 93.55 %.  

General Education attendance report for March reflects this category in the 

95.85 percentile, a .6 increase from 2007-2008 school yearôs March 95.23 

percentile.   

d. The Special Education Attendance report shows attendance in this 

category in the 79 percentile, a significant decrease from 2007-2008 

March attendance which was 87%. The African American Male 

Attendance report for March reflects this category in the 93 percentile. 

 

3. To develop an incentive/recognition program that would encourage student 

attendance. The Attendance committee implemented the following incentive 

programs to encourage student attendance: 

a. Monthly Attendance Recognition- Classes on each grade level with the 

highest attendance for the month were recognized with a banner displayed 

on top of the winning classroom door. Grade level winners were posted in 

the Mustang News and My School Web page each month. 

b. Quarterly Incentives- Individual students are awarded each nine weeks 

with perfect attendance certificates and incentives. Dr. Hayes and Ms. 

OôMeara are personally presenting Perfect Attendance Certificates to 

students across grade levels. 

c. Popsicle Party- The Attendance Committee rewarded the top attendance 

classes on each grade level with a Popsicle Party each week in March.  All 

winners were recognized during the morning announcements. Faculty and 

Administrators volunteered their time to dress up as the Chick Fila Cow to 

entertain students at the Popsicle Party.  Partners in Education teamed up 

with the Attendance Committee and provided volunteers from our military 

partners, NIOC.  The military partners bought a cooler to store the 

popsicles and dressed up as the cow to make the party more entertaining. 

See addendum to Goal 3 for Partners in Education contacts. 

d. Greeting Committee- A Greeting Committee consisting of students and 

staff greeted students and passed out stickers in the morning time for the 

first week of March. 

e. Special Education Incentives: Severely Disabled students whose 

attendance improved in the Quarter 2 grading period were recognized and 

their families were awarded cards and coupons from Chick Fila.  Twelve 

students were identified as having improved attendance for the Quarter 2 

school year.  Also, Heidi Sowala, our school nurse, made special 

handkerchiefs for students who improved their attendance during the 

school year. During the month of March, parents were given cards of 
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appreciation for helping their children attend school regularly and water 

bottles from Sonic. 

f. Attendance Data Update- The School-wide attendance for March was at 

93.55%.  March attendance for 2008- 2009 General Education was at 96% 

and Special Education attendance was at 79%.  In April attendance has 

improved.  School-wide Attendance in April shows an increase of 95% as 

compared to March (2008-2009 school year) attendance at 93.55%.  

General Education attendance report for April reflects this category in the 

96 percentile. The Special Education Attendance report shows attendance 

in this category in the 90 percentile for April. The African American Male 

Attendance report for April reflects this category in the 93.9 percentile. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. To increase parental awareness and involvement with encouraging daily student 

attendance. 

a. Letters were sent home to both general and special education parents 

regarding the importance of daily attendance.  Also, excuse notes were 

sent home to encourage parents to notify the school if their child will be 

absent. See addendum to Goal 4 for copy of Attendance Letter. 

b. Monthly Attendance winners for each grade level were posted in the 

Mustang News and My School Web page each month. 

c. Attendance meters are displayed in the foyer of the school tracking 

monthly school-wide student attendance. 

 

 

Pembroke Elementary School Attendance Report 

 

 

Pembroke ES School-wide Attendance
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Pembroke ES African American Male Attendance 

(School Division-Goal 5)
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Pembroke ES

General Ed Attendance Three-Year Trend
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Pembroke ES

Special Ed Attendance Three-Year Trend
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CONTINUING GOALS FOR 2009-2010: 

 

1. Continue using incentives to encourage attendance for General Education and 

Special Education students.   

2. Continue to have Office Secretary report student attendance for each month and 

quarter. 

3. Continue with the March incentives program including the Popsicle Party and the 

Greeting Committee. Extend the incentive program in March by providing special 

incentives for families of Special Education students and communicating the need 

for consistent attendance in school. 

4. Continue to send letters and excuse notes home to General Education and Special 

Education parents. Have teachers submit excuse notes daily to the Attendance 

Secretary.   

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDED FOR NEXT YEAR:  

There are no suggestions for staff development to continue goals.  

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

Cynthia George, Jan Bailey, Diana Lord, Valerie Durham, Beth Jones, Debra Patrick, 

Tammy Reynolds, Judy Scarry, Pam Schneider, Heidi Sowala, Suzanne Landphair 

 

Committee Facilitator: Cynthia George 

School Planning Committee Representatives: Cynthia George and Judith Scarry 

Recording Secretary: Jan Bailey 

Parent Representative: Ms. McConkey 
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 Sub-Committees and Offices Held                                            Addendum to Progress 

on Goal 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary 

 

Job Description: Record minutes during the 

Attendance meetings and pass out copies of minutes to 

committee members.  Also, help with the End of the 

Year Report. 

Incentives Committee 

 

Job Description: Obtain incentives for students who 

receive perfect attendance.  Contact PTA President and 

sponsoring businesses for more incentives. 

Quarterly Incentive and Banner 

Program 

 

Job Description: Collect all banners used for each 

grade level last year and return to office assistant in the 

office.  If any banners are missing, inform Cynthia 

George.  Work cooperatively with office assistant and 

incentive committee to make sure students are 

recognized every quarter and banners are displayed on 

the doorway of each winning class on each grade level. 

Attendance Letters 

 

Job Description: Write a letter to be sent home to 

parents about importance of attendance and how to use 

the excuse slips for reporting student absences to 

school.  

School Planning Council 

Alternate School Planning 

Council  Representative 

Job Description: Attend School Planning Meetings if 

the Committee Facilitator is unable to attend. 

March Popsicle Party 

Committee 

 

Job Description: Reserve the Special Programs room 

for the four Fridays in March and purchase popsicles 

(with the schoolôs Farm Fresh card) weekly for the 

celebration.  Recruit volunteers to run the party during 

lunch time and provide music during the party (see 

Mrs. George for music). Make flyers for classroom 

teachers to pass out to students and encourage student 

participation during the morning announcements.  All 

purchases, flyers, and announcements must be 

approved by Dr. Hayes.  Display winning classes for 

the popsicle party on a poster in the cafeteria area. 

End of the Year Attendance 

Celebration 

 

Job Description: Reserve the cafeteria for the 

celebration. Purchase supplies needed with school 

money and recruit volunteers to help with managing 

the celebration. 
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Addendum to Progress on Goal 3 

 

Partners in Education Contacts 

 

 

Partners in Education  

Committee Facilitator:  Karen Dragon 

 

Military Partners 

Amanda Woolston (amanda.woolston@navy.mil) 

NIOC 
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Addendum to Progress on Goal 4 

 

Pembroke Elementary School 

4622 Jericho Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia   23462 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

  ñMustangs Are Wild About Learningò    

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Improving daily student attendance is one of our goals at Pembroke Elementary School 

for the 2008-2009 school year.  We want our students to be well prepared for their future, 

and daily attendance is important for their success.    

 

The Attendance Committee will be recognizing those children who have perfect 

attendance for each nine weeks grading period.  Our principal, Dr. Hayes, or our assistant 

principal, Mrs. OôMeara, will personally present certificates and coupons in each childôs 

classroom that has perfect attendance.  In addition, those classes with the highest 

monthly attendance will be recognized with a banner placed beside their classroom. 

 

What can you as parents do to ensure your childôs regular attendance to school?  First, try 

to plan medical appointments after school hours.  If a morning appointment is necessary, 

please bring your child to school as soon as possible after the appointment.  Second, to 

help your childôs immune system resist illness, be sure he/she gets plenty of sleep each 

night. 

 

Our School Board Policy 5-17 states, ñThe parent or legal guardian will provide written 

notice to the school of the reason for the absence or tardiness.ò   When your child must be 

absent, please fill out and return one of the attached excuse notes with your child to give 

to his/her teacher on the day of return.  On the day your child must be absent, please 

continue to call the school so we know why he/she is not at school. 

 

Please assist us in doing all that we can to improve attendance at our school. Exciting 

learning experiences takes place everyday at Pembroke Elementary School, and we do 

not want your child to miss it!  Our motto is: ñWe are all about learning at Pembroke 

Elementary!ò  We appreciate your support! 

 

Sincerely, 

Student Attendance Committee 

Pembroke Elementary School 

Dr. Linda S. Hayes, Principal  

Mrs. Karen OôMeara, Assistant 

Principal  

Phone: (757) 473 - 5025  

Fax: (757) 473 - 5624  
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Pembroke Elementary School 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS COMMIT TEE 

End of Year Report 2008 ï 2009 

 

COMMITTEE GOALS:  

 

1. To help students develop successful lifelong reading habits and strategies. 

2. To expose students to a wide range of literature and genres. 

3. To involve parents in their childôs reading and writing habits. 

4. To plan and coordinate activities for reading month. 

5. To plan and implement a School-Wide Writing Assessment 3 times per year and 

Young Authorôs Celebration. 

6. To review the schoolôs data on Language Arts Assessments in order to develop, 
adjust, and communicate goals to the staff and SPC.   

 

 PROGRESS MADE ON EACH GOAL:   
 

1. To help students develop successful lifelong reading habits and strategies. 

2. To expose students to a wide range of literature and genres. 

3. To involve parents in their childôs reading and writing habits. 

4. To plan and coordinate activities for reading month. 

 

a) ñFamily Literacy Night,ò by Karen Dragon was published in the National 

Network of Partnership Schools magazine from Johns Hopkins University.  

Our committee is proud of her and the collaboration that accomplished that 

event in Jan. 08. 

 

b) Catch the Wave Summer Reading -On September 12, Pembroke celebrated 

summer reading with 53 students who caught the summer reading wave.  That 

is more than double last yearôs total!  K-3 students read 10, or more books, 

and 4-5 grade students read 4, or more chapter books to qualify.  Students 

received a gift bag with a treat, a Sonic (partnerôs in education) coupon, a 

bookmark, and a pencil.  The names of our summer readers were displayed on 

a poster in the front foyer.   

 

c) Pizza Hut BOOK IT!  -  This reading incentive program began October 1
st
 

and ended March 31
st
.  Teachers informed their grade levels of the need to 

document that students are meeting their independent reading goals each 

month.   

 

 

 

d) Admirals All -Star Readers - We had great participation in this and 

improvements have been made in the hockey pass rewards for this year.  
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Megan Kohler (megan@norfolkadmirals.com) coordinates this popular 

reading incentive program. 

 

Pembroke Elementary School 

Admirals All -Star Reading 

October 2008 

Teacher/Assistant No. of 

Students 

participa

ting 

Books Read Grade 

Jan Bailey/Mayra Romo 4 47 K 

Nadine 

Olenych/Christine 

Brown 

6 87 K 

Jane Cason 12 262 1 

Kara Pierce 5 78 1 

Gina Spencer 2 31 1 

Cheryl Small 11 152 1 

Nicole Ziernicki 8 118 2 

Marian Ferguson 3 55 2 

Kristen Grayson 4 67 2 

Judy Scarry 2 20 2 

Heather Wells 6 69 2 

Ellen Grondin 2 20 3 

Jeanne Shepard 4 48 3 

Loraine Miller 3 23 3 

Aften Peterson 2 18 3 

Katie Schatti 2 20 3 

Anna Bernardo 4 38 4 

Cynthia George 2 15 4 

Jan Page 2 20 4 

Sharon Darling 6 33 5 

Joane Ofeldt 3 15 5 

Stacy Sedory 3 25 5 

School-Wide Totals 96 1261  

 

e) Reading Month activities were very successful.  On January 13
th
 Pre K, SPD,         

and Grades K-2 participated with SPCA volunteers for ñTales and Tails.ò  

Volunteers read a story and students visited with a dog.  Teachers and students 

all enjoyed this very much.  One hundred and seventy-four students in all 

grades met their reading goals for January and received a valentine coupon 

and a heart Krispy Kreme donut on Feb. 13 during their lunchtime.  

Each class created a ñtrainò display outside their room to show how many          

books students have read.   

Literacy Night  was well attended on January 21
st
 by 54 parents and 66 

children.  Sarah Bishop (757-853-8500) of the United Way Raising a Reader 

mailto:megan@norfolkadmirals.com
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Program (see insert below) spoke to parents about early learning and 

students were entertained by two storytellers, Dianna McDowell, and Pippi 

Longstocking (Mrs. OôMeara).  Parents received literacy brochures from the 

U.S. Department of Education (www.ed.gov) and the National Institute for 

Literacy (edpubs@inet.ed.gov) and all students received a book. 

 

About Raising A Reader 

Raising A Reader is an award-winning program offered through United Way of South 

Hampton Roads' Success By 6 Initiative.  

Raising A Reader, originating in the Peninsula Community Foundation of California, is a 

comprehensive strategy to increase the early literacy and language skills of young children 

through childcare provider training, parent education and involvement, library activities, 

and measurable results.  Many studies indicate that parental involvement in a child's 

education accelerates the child's learning and language and literacy development.  Raising 

A Reader builds on this and the latest brain development research to develop parents' and 

childcare providers' knowledge and skills.  

Raising A Reader is a "take-home" book bag program, implemented through childcare 

settings.  Bright red book bags filled with beautiful picture books are rotated weekly among 

families that inspire all families, even families with limited reading ability, to engage with 

their child around books.  Parents are taught the value of sharing these books daily with 

their children.  Raising A Reader is research-based and has been proven, through 

independent evaluations, to increase the school readiness scores of participating children. 

 

 

f) Read Across America -Teachers and staff signed up in 15-minute time 

blocks to have a ñguestò staff reader come to read to their class on March 2, 

Dr. Seussôs birthday.  The entire month of March was dedicated to Read 

Across America so that we could encourage all grade levels to keep reading.  

Students who met their reading goals for March selected a new book and a 

Sonic coupon.  In addition, grades 4 and 5 attended a popcorn/movie party 

during their lunchtime if they meet their goals.  Teachers encouraged students 

to read books that have different places (or states) as the settings.  Mrs. 

Harper, our Media Specialist, put up a giant map in the Media Center that 

showed how many places across America children had read about.  144 

students met their reading goals in March. 

http://www.ed.gov/
mailto:edpubs@inet.ed.gov
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Figure 1 Mrs. Pierce's first grade class with their new books! 

 

g) Young Authorôs Celebration ï On April 9
th,

 younger classes paired up with 

older classes to share their best writing.  This was fun for both age levels and 

allowed students to interact in a new way.  Partners talked about what they 

had learned about writing and what they do best. 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Fifth graders partnered with second graders to share writing. 

 

 

h)   SPCA Listening Ears program continued with four additional second and 

third graders selected by their teachers to participate.  Eight students benefited 

from this one-to-one reading program for students who are not meeting grade 

level standards. Kathy Shambo (educationdirector@vbspca.com) coordinates 

this district-wide program. 

 

i) All -Star Reader Celebration ï 140 students met their reading goals every 

month!  These students were recognized at end of the year award 

ceremonies and received a reading logo cup, certificate, pencil , and 

coupons.  

 

5. To plan and implement a School-Wide Writing Assessment three times per year 

and a Young Authorôs Celebration. (See item 4(g) above) 

mailto:educationdirector@vbspca.com
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a) The last school-wide writing assessment will be a fantasy topic the week 

of   June 1. 

b) All grade levels have maintained excellent progress, especially 

Kindergarten.  Using this authentic assessment has helped teachers focus 

on particular writing domains and genres for instruction.  The student 

products also show strengths and weaknesses for grade levels and 

individual students. 

School-wide Writing Assessment 2008-2009

Percent Passing 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

 

Jun-09

Jan-09

Oct-08

Jun-09 100% 99% 96% 99% 100% 100%

Jan-09 89% 93% 90% 94% 93% 99%

Oct-08 38% 93% 95% 100% 94% 95%

Kindergart

en
1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

 
 

6.  To review the schoolôs data on Language Arts Assessments in order to develop, 

adjust, and communicate goals to the staff and SPC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Qtr 1 Language Arts Assessment Test 1: 
 
Grades 3 and 4 were above the division 
average in Reading and Word Study.  Grade 
2 was only slightly below the division 
average in Word Study.  Letter-Sound 
relationships and context clues were low 
overall in Grade 2. 
 
Grade 5 was slightly below the division 
average in Reading.  Questions about genre, 
authorôs purpose, and summarizing reflected 
the poorest performance in Reading.  In 
Word Study context clues, prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words were the lowest categories.   
 
Additional ways to teach these skills and 
strategies for grade 2 and 5 will be discussed 
and planned in the next cooperative planning 
session on November 17.    
 

Q2 Language Arts Assessment Test 2 
Results: 
 
Grades 2-4 overall scores in Language Arts 
were slightly above the district averages. 
 
Grade 2 made significant gains in Reading and 
Word Study since Q1. 
The question stem that teachers need to 
address is: ñAnother good title for this story 
would beéò which is main idea and adding a 
story event to a chart. 
 

Language Arts Assessment 2 

Jan-09 (Percent Correct) 

Grade 2       

Category School  Division Variation  

Reading 68.18 66.55 1.63 

Word Study 69.94 67.72 2.22 

Overall 68.70 66.90 1.80 

Grade 3       

Language Arts Assessment  1 District Comparison 

Sep-08 (Percent Correct) 

Grade 2       

Category School  Division Variation 

Reading 57.5 56.53 0.97 

Word Study 40.12 40.90 -0.78 

Overall 52.28 51.84 0.44 

Grade 3       

Category School  Division Variation 

Reading 66.68 64.52 2.16 

Word Study 59.97 58.24 1.73 

Overall 65.34 63.26 2.08 

Grade 4:       

Category School  Division Variation 

Reading 80.93 79.73 1.20 

Word Study 79.78 77.94 1.84 

Overall 80.7 79.38 1.32 

Grade 5:       

Category School  Division Variation 

Reading 71.73 72.64 -0.91 

Word Study 74.60 78.77 -4.17 

Overall 72.3 73.87 -1.57 
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Q3 Language Arts Assessment Test 3 
Results: 
 
All grades scored above 70% in Reading and 
were above the division average except for 
Grade 3 Word Study       (-0.6 below) and Grade 
5 Word Study (-3.30 below). 
 
Improve student performance on Word Study 
questions about: 

 letter-sound relationships ï grade 2  

 subject-verb agreement ï grades 2,3 

 context clues 

 prefixes, suffixes, roots ï grade 5  
 

Language Arts Assessment 3 

Mar -09 (Percent Correct) 

Grade 2       

Category School  Division Variation  

Reading 71.43 67.97 3.46 

Word Study 61.95 58.86 3.09 

Overall 68.59 65.24 3.35 

Grade 3       

Category School  Division Variation  

Reading 78.25 77.61 0.64 

Word Study 78.50 79.10 -0.60 

Overall 78.30 77.91 0.39 

Grade 4       

Category School  Division Variation  

Reading 77.46 75.60 1.86 

Word Study 90.91 85.00 5.91 

Overall 80.15 77.48 2.67 

Grade 5       

Category School  Division Variation  

Reading 76.38 75.11 1.27 

Word Study 73.35 76.65 -3.30 

Overall 75.77 75.42 0.35 
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School-wide Writing Assessment 2008-2009

Percent Passing 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

 

Jun-09

Jan-09

Oct-08

Jun-09 100% 99% 96% 99% 100% 100%

Jan-09 89% 93% 90% 94% 93% 99%

Oct-08 38% 93% 95% 100% 94% 95%

Kindergart

en
1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

 
 

Qtr 4 Writing Prompt Results: 

The last school-wide writing assessment was a fantasy topic and will be placed in the 

studentsô cum files.  All grade levels have maintained excellent progress, especially 

Kindergarten.  Using this authentic assessment has helped teachers focus on particular 

writing domains and genres for instruction.  The student products also show strengths and 

weaknesses for grade levels and individual students that are useful for next yearôs 

teachers.   

 

Spring 2009 SOL English: Reading Results 6/18/09: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2009 English: Reading  

SOL Test Results 6/18/09 

 

Grade 

3 
Grade 4  

Grade 

5 

# Students Tested  76 63 67 

# Students Failed 10 10 3 

# Students Passed 66 53 64 

% Passing 87% 84% 96% 

Avg. Scaled 

Score 474 491 482 

The third grade passing rate fell short of 
the goal of 90%; however it is up 3% to 
88% over last yearôs results of 85%. 
 
The Fourth grade is down from last yearôs 
97% passing rate to 84% passing. 
 
The Fifth grade is up from 92% to 96% 
passing. 
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CONTINUING GOALS FOR 2009-2010: 

 

1. To help students develop successful lifelong reading habits and strategies. 

2. To expose students to a wide range of literature and genres. 

3. To involve parents in their childôs reading and writing habits. 

4. To plan and coordinate activities for reading month. 

5. To plan and implement a School-Wide Writing Assessment 3 times per year and 

Young Authorôs Celebration. 

6. To review the schoolôs data on Language Arts Assessments in order to develop, 
adjust, and communicate goals to the staff and SPC.  

 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDED  FOR NEXT YEAR:  

 

Suggestions for onsite training are:  

1. Teaching critical and higher level thinking 

2. Collaborating to make connections between Language Arts and content subjects 

3. Creating/using rubrics for assessment 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS :  

 

Kindergarten: Tracy Rhinard  

Grade 1: Cheryl Small 

Grade 2:  Nicole Ziernicki 

Grade 3:  Katie Schatti 

Grade 4:  Anna Bernardo 

Grade 4 Cross Category:   Sandy Meyer 

Grade 5:  Rebekah Goshert 

SPD:   Jan Pagano 

Title II Reading: Karen Dragon 

Media Specialist:   Sue Harper  

PALS: Ruth Kral 

 

Facilitator and School Planning Council Representative:  Joan Field  
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Pembroke Elementary School 
 

MATHEMATICS COMMITTEE  

End of Year Report 2008-2009 

 

COMMITTEE GOALS:  

 

1. To review the school's data on mathematic assessments in order to develop, 

adjust and communicate instructional strategies to the staff and share this with 

the SPC. 

2. To plan and coordinate activities for math month in April. 

3. To provide parent workshops which promote knowledge of our school's 

Everyday Mathematics Program. 

 

PROGRESS MADE ON EACH GOAL:  

 

1. To review the school's data on mathematic assessments in order to develop, adjust 

and communicate instructional strategies to the staff and share this with the SPC.  

 

Mathematics Assessment Test 1 Results: 

 

 

 

 

Pembroke ES Mathematics Assessment Test Results 2007-08 

  

Computation/ 

Estimation Geometry Measurement 

Number/ 

Number 

Sense 

Patterns/Functions 

Algebra 

Probability/ 

Statistics 

Test 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Gr. 3 57 63   NE 59   70 NE   87 76   60 NE   NE NE   

Gr. 4 77 76   76 NE   NE 84   77 80   NE 82   80 73   

Gr. 5 55 57   68 82   NE 70   69 72   NE 41   61 73   

 

Pembroke ES Mathematics Assessment Test Results 2008-09 

  

Computation/ 

Estimation Geometry Measurement 

Number/ 

Number 

Sense 

Patterns/Functions 

Algebra 

Probability/ 

Statistics 

Test 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Gr. 3 67     NE     81     94     65     NE     

Gr. 4 76     75     NE     73     NE     80     

Gr. 5 60     78     NE     72     NE     60     
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Mathematics Assessment Test 1 Analysis: 

 Overall, results from the Math Assessment Test 1 showed that grades 3, 4, and 5 

were up from last yearôs scores at that time.  There were several areas where the 

scores were down by 1-4% in Grade 4 from last year.  However, comparing the 

scores of this yearôs fourth grade to their scores in third grade last year, their 

scores mostly came up substantially or remained consistent.  Using the benchmark 

of 50%, all grade levels were well above 50% in every category.  To specifically 

focus on Grade 3, as is the goal of our PCI, Grade 3 came up by 10 points in 

Computation and Estimation, 11 points in Measurement, 7 points in Number and 

Number Sense, and 5 points in Patterns/Functions and Algebra.  The categories 

with the lowest correct percentages in Grade 3 were Patterns, Functions, and 

Algebra at 65%, Numbers and Number Sense in Grade 4 at 73%, and 

Computation and Estimation and Probability and Statistics in Grade 5 at 60%.  

However, as stated above, these scores either came up from last year or dropped 

only a little. 

 Overall, our school scored above the division in each grade level.  For 

Computation and Estimation and Measurement, two of our areas of focus, our 

third graders scored above the division.  There were some strands that teachers 

emphasized after analyzing the results.  In third grade, Number and Number 

Sense is only slightly below the division.  Patterns, Functions, and Algebra was a 

strand that teachers continued to work on to improve the scores in third grade.  

Grade Four continued to emphasize Computation and Estimation as well as 

Number and Number Sense.  Fourth grade teachers are worked on the algorithms 

 

Math Test 1 (Nov. 2008) 

DIVISION COMPARISON (% correct)  

Grade 3 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Estimation 67.22 66.18 1.04 

Measurement 81.33 79.16 2.17 

Number  & Num Sense 94.00 94.07 -0.07 

Patterns, Functions & 

Algebra 65.33 68.08 -2.75 

Overall 76.77 75.65 1.12 

Grade 4 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 76.27 80.3 -4.03 

Geometry 74.76 73.2 1.56 

Number & Num Sense 72.71 74.97 -2.26 

Prob & Stats 80.25 78.79 1.46 

Overall 77.39 76.41 0.98 

Grade 5 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Estimation 59.72 59.67 0.05 

Geometry 78.41 70.33 8.08 

Number & Num Sense 71.97 71.09 0.88 

Probability and Stats 60.23 61.85 -1.62 

Overall 69.05 66.51 2.54 
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presented by Everyday Mathematics.  They also practiced writing equivalent 

names for numbers.  Fifth grade worked on strengthening their studentsô skills in 

probability and statistics.  Teachers met within grade levels to analyze results.  

With this data, teachers prepared lessons and power days in math to best meet the 

needs of their students. 

  

Mathematics Assessment Test 2 Results: 

 
Pembroke ES Mathematics Assessment Test Results 2008-09 (Feb. 2009) 

Average % Correct 

  

Computation/ 

Estimation Geometry Measure 

Number/ 

Number 

Sense 

Patterns/Func 

Algebra 

Probability/  

Statistics 

Test 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Gr. 3 67 71   - 56   81 -   94 82   65 -   - -   

Gr. 4 76 70   75 -   - 74   73 77   - 68   80 52   

Gr. 5 60 54   78 77   - 66   72 64   - 40   60 75   

 

Math Test 2  Division Comparison 

Feb. 2009 - % Correct  

Grade 3 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 71.33 71.01 0.32 

Geometry 55.67 58.85 -3.18 

Number  & Num Sense 81.56 81.00 0.56 

Overall 71.25 71.72 -0.47 

Grade 4 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 69.78 71.98 -2.20 

Measurement 73.88 76.65 -2.77 

Number & Num Sense 76.68 74.45 2.23 

Patterns, Func & Alg 68.28 75.49 -7.21 

Prob & Stats 51.87 56.09 -4.22 

Overall 70.07 72.19 -2.12 

Grade 5 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 54.48 62.95 -8.47 

Geometry 76.87 74.60 2.27 

Measurement 66.42 70.41 -3.99 

Number & Num Sense 63.81 72.94 -9.13 

Patterns, Func, Alg 40.30 47.17 -6.87 

Prob and Stats 74.63 73.12 1.51 

Overall 63.96 68.54 -4.58 

 

Mathematics Assessment Test 2 Analysis: 

 Grade 3 continued to practice Computation and Estimation with their students.  

This was evident in the fact that these scores went up by 4% this quarter. 

Measurement and Geometry, two more focus areas in third grade were not 

tested this quarter in third grade. Grade 4 went up by 4 points in 
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Number/Number Sense, which is one of their lower areas from the division 

comparison.  However they did drop in Computation/Estimation and 

Probability/Statistics.  They are working on improving these skills through 

small group instruction on algorithms and content.  Grade 5 teachers also 

analyzed their results as a team.  They met with Wanda Brinkac in March to 

discuss pacing and ways to meet the needs of struggling students.  Scores in 

fifth grade went up in Probability and Statisticsðthe one area that was below 

the division in the first quarter.  Geometry scores in fifth grade stayed pretty 

consistent with drops in Computation/Estimation and Number and Number 

Sense.  Fifth grade continued to practice the Everyday Mathematics algorithms 

to ensure success.  Teachers planned their power days so that they could focus 

on the lowest areas in small groups every week. 

 All grade levels met with Dr. Hayes to analyze and discuss the results from the 

Division Comparison for Math Assessment 2.  Some concerns were voiced at 

grade level meetings that some strands are being tested on the Division 

Assessments before they have been taught, even when following the pacing put 

out by VBCPS.  Overall, each grade level performed below the division on this 

test.  The smallest difference was found in 3rd grade at 0.47 points below the 

division.  Third grade was our focus this year, and they have scored above the 

division in Computation and Estimation, one of our designated strands.  The 

area of greatest need is Geometry, which was 3.18 points below the division.  

Teachers focused on this strand with their students, especially in Power Days.  

As is apparent from the table above, 4th and 5th grade scored below the division 

in most of the categories.  Both grade levels continued to work on Power Days 

with student-focused centers to review identified areas of need.  Third, fourth 

and fifth grades completed three practice SOL tests each week.  Each short 

practice test consisted of about 8-10 questions from each strand featured on the 

Math SOL.  Teachers focused on one strand a week, and each of the three 

weekly tests consisted of released items of one of the most recent SOL tests.  

Each time a new test was administered throughout the week, teachers saw 

improved scores as a result of the direct instruction and test taking strategies 

shared. 

 

Mathematics Assessment Test 3 Results(Cumulative): 

 
Pembroke ES Mathematics Assessment Test Results 2008-09 (May 2009) 

Average % Correct 

  

Computation/  

Estimation 
Geometry Measurement 

Number/        

Number 

Sense 

Patterns/      

Functions 

Probability/    

Statistics 

Test 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Gr. 1 84 - - 89 - - 89 - - 90 - - - - - - - - 

Gr. 2 78 - - - - - 78 - - 83 - - - - - 56 - - 

Gr. 3 67 71 82 - 56 71 81 - 78 94 82 70 65 - - - - 57 

Gr. 4 76 70 78 75 - - - 74 76 73 77 73 - 68 - 80 52 84 

Gr. 5 60 54 60 78 77 - - 66 69 72 64 69 - 40 64 60 75 - 
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Math Assessments 1 & 3 Division Comparison 

April 2009 - % Correct  

Grade 1-Assessment 1 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 83.65 81.79 1.86 

Geometry 89.23 91.02 -1.79 

Measurement 88.65 89.31 -0.66 

Num & Num Sense 90.26 88.07 2.19 

Overall 88.08 87.18 0.90 

Grade 2-Assessment 1 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 77.85 79.07 -1.22 

Measurement 78.35 76.41 1.94 

Num & Num Sense 82.75 84.05 -1.30 

Prob & Stats 55.85 57.52 -1.67 

Overall 74.68 74.43 0.25 

Grade 3-Assessment 3 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 82.33 80.61 1.72 

Geometry 71.00 73.39 -2.39 

Measurement 78.00 75.35 2.65 

Number  & Num Sense 70.33 71.36 -1.03 

Prob & Stats 57.33 60.43 -3.10 

Overall 73.17 72.90 0.27 

Grade 4-Assessment 3 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 77.78 77.85 -0.07 

Measurement 75.99 71.77 4.22 

Number & Num Sense 73.02 73.26 -0.24 

Prob & Stats 84.33 84.64 -0.31 

Overall 76.83 76.16 0.67 

Grade 5-Assessment 3 

Category School  Division Variation  

Comp & Est 60.23 68.07 -7.84 

Measurement 68.75 67.93 0.82 

Number & Num Sense 69.24 75.17 -5.93 

Patterns, Func, Alg 64.39 66.68 -2.29 

Overall 67.27 71.31 -4.04 

Mathematics Assessment Test 3 Analysis: 

 Dr. Hayes met with all grade levels to analyze and discuss the results of the fourth 

quarter math tests.  Discussions were held about what teachers can improve upon 

to bring scores up in the strands that were the lowest. 

 Overall, Grade 1 did very well on all tested strands on their first Math 

Assessment.  They finished above the division by almost one full point.  Grade 1 

did extremely well in the areas of Computation and Estimation and Numbers and 

Number Sense. The strands in which they are slightly below the division are 

Geometry and Measurement.   

 Grade 2 also took their first assessment of the year.  Grade 2 finished slightly 

above the division, with scores significantly higher than the division in 
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Measurement.  Strands the students fell below the division are Computation and 

Estimation, Numbers and Number Sense, and Probability and Statistics. 

 Grades 3-5 each took their third assessment third quarter.  All grade levels fell 

below the division on this test.  All three grade levels scored below the division in 

Number and Number Sense.  However, Grade 5 is up 5 points from the third 

quarter test.  Grade 5 had the largest gap with the division in the area of 

Computation and Estimation.  However, this score is up 6 points from last 

quarterôs test.  Grade 4 was only slightly below the division in Computation and 

Estimation, however; they have brought their scores up 8 points from last quarter.  

Despite being slightly below the division for Probability and Statistics, Grade 4 

has brought up scores by a staggering 32 points this quarter.  Grade 3 has seen 

improvements in all tested strands this quarter except for Number and Number 

Sense.  Fifth grade saw improvements in every single tested strand this quarter 

from last quarter with a huge 24 point gain in Patterns, Functions, and Algebra. 

 

 

Spring 2009 SOL Mathematics Preliminary Results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. To plan and coordinate activities for Math Month  in April : 

 

  See attached email for directions to teachers. 

 Weekly math trivia questions for grades K-2 and grades 3-5 were read during 

morning announcements once a week. (See attached email sent to Sue Harper 

for instructions for announcements.) Teachers on each grade level were given 

paper copies of the questions for each of their students. The students wrote the 

answers on the paper and put the answer slip in their grade level boxes (these 

are stored in the math closet for next year!) Names were drawn and one student 

from each grade level with the correct answer won a prize for the week. Prizes 

were a goody bag with a Jasonôs Deli coupon, a pencil, and a piece of candy.  

See attached copies of the trivia questions. 

 In addition to the weekly math trivia questions, two Math Month Activities 

Calendars were distributed to students - one for grades 3-5 and one for grades 

K-2. These activities were to be completed at home. Students were instructed to 

write the answers on the calendar in the boxes. As each activity was completed, 

parents were asked to initial the upper right-hand corner of each box. At the end 

Spring 2009 Mathematics 

SOL Test Results 6/18/09 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

# Students Tested 76 63 67 

# Students Failed 5 9 6 

# Students Passed 71 54 61 

% Passed 93%  86% 91% 

Avg. Scaled Score 488 490 504 

 
The Third grade surpassed last yearôs 
passing rate of 82% by 11% points to 
93% passing. 
The Fourth grade passing rate dropped 
4% from 90% in spring 2008 to 86% this 
year. 
The Fifth grade passing rate remains the 
same as the 2008 passing rate at 91% 
passing. 
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of the month, students who completed 20 or more of the activities returned the 

calendar to their teacher with the parent's signature at the bottom of the 

calendar. Prizes were a goody bag with a Jasonôs Deli coupon, a pencil, and a 

piece of candy.  See attached copies of the math calendars. 

 The PTA Family Math Night took place on Wednesday, April 9, 2009 from 

7:00-8:00 in the cafeteria. The program, "Money Mattersò was featured. This 

program was scheduled in September. The cost was $995.  Next year, apply for 

this program using the attached grant given to us by Lynnhaven E.S. During the 

program, parents and students were guided through the imaginary town of 

Pennyville, Virginia, with a host, Johnny Money. There were fourteen stops to 

visit on the "trip", a few of which included: "Walking to Wall Street", "Money 

Bags", and "Crack the Safe" (see attached overview of the program).  The 

activities were appropriate for grades K-5 and were designed to address specific 

Math SOLs.  The program required the school to have 25-30 volunteers to work 

at the various stations. Volunteers were asked to arrive 20 minutes early to be 

instructed in how to run their stations and to wear white shirts with jeans. 

Volunteers were not required to set up the stations or pack up when the program 

was over - this was all taken care of by the "Money Matters" people. Flyers, 

instructions for volunteers, and homework pass incentives were also provided 

by the event coordinator:    

 

              Laurie Leitzke 

              Educational Events 

              Event Coordinator 

             (757) 496-4919 

              laleitzke@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

3.  To provide parent workshops which promote knowledge of our school's   Everyday 

Mathematics Program: 

 Parent Math Night was held on November 18, 2008 from 6:30-8:00. There were 

approximately 109 students and 100 parents in attendance.  Math committee 

members each taught an Everyday Mathematics algorithm, game, or strategy to 

parents and students. The event received extremely positive responses from 67% 

of those surveyed, average responses from 25% of those surveyed; and poor 

responses from 8% of those surveyed.  Suggestions from parents that the math 

team will strongly consider for next year are more tables for each age group, more 

time learning concepts for age groups of interest, separate rooms to assist in the 

ability to hear, and time to ask questions at the end. 

 Wanda Brinkac, Curriculum Specialist, opened the event with a Power Point 

presentation. Parents were given a booklet from the Everyday Mathematics 

program explaining the algorithms and giving examples. 

 Math committee members each taught an Everyday Mathematics alternative 

algorithm to parents who attended. Tables were set up in the cafeteria for each 

mailto:laleitzke@verizon.net
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grade level and white board charts were near each table for teachers to use to 

demonstrate the algorithms. The algorithms that were taught were: lattice, partial 

sums, partial products, partial quotients, frames and arrows, and trade-first 

subtraction. Parents and children were instructed to rotate every 10 minutes. 

 The cafeteria provided cookies, chips, and juice boxes. 

 Gift baskets for K-2 and 3-5 were given out as door prizes at the end of the 

evening.  

 Flyers with a section for parents to use to R.S.V.P. were sent home with students 

several times to announce the event.  

 

 

Task Person Responsible 

Linda Davis has committed to providing food and drinks for 

125 people.  As of Monday, April 6, 2009, there are 199 people 

who have RSVPôedðJoane has requested to change it to 200 

people. 

Joane 

Signs for tables are made.  Joane 

Contact Building Services about furniture placementðJoane 

has requested 100 chairs instead of 60. 

Joane 

Go forward with purchasing food/paper products if neededð

We decided that napkins are sufficient! 

NA 

Inquire about Girl Scouts babysitting preschoolersðthere are 5 

scouts and their leader coming to help with the pre-school aged 

children 

 

Math Baskets for Door PrizesðKatie will put two baskets 

together. Math Committee will give Katie supplies as they come 

in.  Joane will bring in one extra basket to use. 

Everyone 

Will make copies of the math packet for the families this week.  

Half sheet reminders should be going home on Wednesday in 

the Tuesday folders.  Stickers are made to stick on kids that 

night. 

Joane 

Will make copies of the survey to go home Joane 

Set up for math night after schoolðplease meet directly in the 

cafeteria after school to help set up as Cub Scouts are meeting 

in the cafeteria from 5:00-6:30.  Bring what you need to teach 

your algorithm to have it ready to go. 

Everyone 

Math Game TableðCathy will make game instruction packets 

and will teach those attending Addition Top-It, Multiplication 

Top-It and Beat the Calculator 

Cathy  

Gather materials needed to present on math night (except chart 

board) 

Everyone presenting 

Still needed: Music to play to indicate itôs time to switch (we 

will try to borrow cds from Cynthia George and Nicole 

Ziernicki), Cathy will bring in some age-appropriate movies for 

pre-schoolers, Kindergarten will make a sign-in sheet, Joane 

will get slips for raffle 

Cathy, Joane, 

Nadine/Kindergarten 
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Jan Bailey, Karen OôMeara, and Sharon Darling have 

volunteered to help (we need help at the front table and taking 

photos)  

 

 

 

Each grade level should have: 

 Chart stands behind each table for demonstrating algorithm 

 Sample pages or materials for teaching the strategy 

 Slates/markers for people who want to try 

 Sign on table showing grade level  

 Write the name of the algorithm at top of the chart paper 

Special Programs Room (SPR): 

 Mats, TV 

 2 movies to watch 

 

 

6:30-6:50 

As parents come in, whoever is manning the table where the door prize baskets are will 

direct parents to fill in the slips of paper and drop in the appropriate basket(s). Parents 

will also sign in. They will be directed to take a parent handbook from the table. Also, 

those with preschoolers can be directed to take them to the SPR for the evening. 

Wanda will present for about 10 minutes and parents will be instructed to start rotating 

around the tables. 

 

6:50 ï 7:50 

Parents will rotate every 10 minutes. Music will be played as a signal to rotate. Teachers 

are talking about and demonstrating algorithms. Be sure to find estimates first for the 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

 

 

 

7:50-8:00 

Parents and kids will eat. Door prize winners will be announced. Surveys will be filled in 

(* important because it is on our PCI plan). 

 

What weôre teaching 

K- Counting On (Nadine) 

1
st
 ï Tally marks, Frames and Arrows, Number Grids (Gina) 

2
nd

 ïPartial Sums, Trade-First Subtraction (Heather) 

3
rd

 ï Partial Products (Lorraine) 

4
th
 ï Lattice, Partial Products (Jan) 

5
th
 ï Partial Quotients, Lattice with decimals (Katie) 

Everyday Math Games Table (Cathy) 
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CONTINUING GOALS FOR 2009-2010: 

 

1. Review the school's data on mathematic assessments in order to develop, adjust 

and communicate instructional strategies to the staff and share this with the SPC. 

2. Plan and coordinate activities for math month in April. 

3. Provide parent workshops that promote knowledge of our school's Everyday 

Mathematics program. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDED FOR NEXT YEAR : 

 

No staff development is needed to fulfill the goals for next year. 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

 

Nadine Olenych 

Gina Spencer 

Heather Wells 

Lorraine Miller 

Jan Page 

Katie Kuhn 

Joane Ofeldt 

Cathy Cruz 

 

Committee Facilitator: Joane Ofeldt 

SPC Representative: Cathy Cruz 
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Week 1 Trivia Questions for Math Month (April) Grades 3-5 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

Round 465,731 to the nearest thousand.  ______________________ 

 

Week 2 Trivia Questions for Math Month (April) Grades 3-5 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

How many inches are there in four feet? _______________________ 

 

 

Week 3 Trivia Questions for Math Month (April) Grades 3-5 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

Number of aluminum cans collected by 6 classes last week: 

 56, 37, 42, 83, 64, 37 

 

Find the following: 

Maximum ______________ 

Minimum ______________ 

Range ______________ 

Mode ______________ 

Median ______________ 

 

 

Week 4 Trivia Questions for Math Month (April)  Grades 3-5 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

Complete the pattern: 

6, 14, 21, 27, _____, _____, _____ 

What is the rule? _________________________________________________ 
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Week 1 Trivia Question Grades K-2 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

John has 2 dimes, 3 nickels, and 2 pennies.  How much money does he have? 

_____________________ 

 

 

 

Week 2 Trivia Question Grades K-2 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

How many minutes are in two hours? ______________________ 

 

 

 

Week 3 Trivia Question Grades K-2 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

I am a six-sided shape.  What am I? ___________________ 

 

 

 

Week 4 Trivia Question Grades K-2 

Name ______________________  Teacher ____________________ 

 

Complete this pattern. 

60, 55, 50, _____, _____, _____, _____ 
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The attached letter contains your childôs personalized log in information and directions 

needed to log in to Everyday Math online games.  Please keep this somewhere safe and 

encourage your child to play these games in order to practice essential math skills!  

Please let me know if you have any questions! 

 

Mrs. Ofeldt 

joane.ofeldt@vbschools.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The attached letter contains your childôs personalized log in information and directions 

needed to log in to Everyday Math online games.  Please keep this somewhere safe and 

encourage your child to play these games in order to practice essential math skills!  

Please let me know if you have any questions! 

 

Mrs. Ofeldt 

joane.ofeldt@vbschools.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joane.ofeldt@vbschools.com
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Accessing EM Games at Home 

1) In a web browser, go to the EM Games Online home page at 

http://www.emgames.com. 

If this is your first visit, click the Technology Requirements link in the left-hand 

column. Review the requirements, and run the Computer Test to make sure your 

computer is ready to run EM Games Online. NOTE: You must allow pop-ups from 

emgames.com to use the site. 

2) Click the button in the lower left of the page. 

3) On the STUDENT LOGIN page, fill in the teacher name and student name exactly as 

shown below. 

4) Click the three password symbols circled below. When you click, the box behind each 

symbol will turn dark blue. 

5) Once you have entered both names and clicked all three symbols, click the button to 

load the Select Level page. The Select Level page may show one, two, or three buttons, 

but the larger button at the top will always be the recommended game set for your 

student's grade level. Your student may click any available button to reach the set of 

games for the indicated grade range. Each game set has a variety of games and challenge 

levels. If the STUDENT LOGIN page reloads instead, try re-entering the teacher name, 

student name, and password again exactly as shown. If you are still unable to log in, 

please contact your childôs teacher to verify the information.  

6) After you choose a level, the games menu appears. Your student may choose a game 

by clicking the game picture. The games you see will depend on the grade level selected 

in the previous set. If a game has several variations, you will select the variation you want 

from a pop-up window. 

7) When the game introduction window appears, click the button to start the game. Click 

for game instructions, or click to see your studentôs high scores for the game. The button 

is only viewable while in school. 

8) When your student has completed a game, he or she may replay the game or choose 

another. To exit a game before it has completed, your student may click the X button 

available on the game screen. 

9) When your student is done using EM Games Online, he or she should first exit the 

current game to record scores and return to the game menu, and then click the button (in 

the upper-right corner of the page) to exit out of the system and return to the EM Games 

Online home page. At this point, the student may close the browser, or log back in to 

choose another game 
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PARENT MATH NIGHT  

Tuesday, November 18 

6:30 ï 8:00 

Pembroke Elementary Cafeteria 

 

 

 

Would you like to know how to help your child with those ñnewò methods of adding, 

subtracting, multiplying,  and dividing? 

Come out for our Parent Math Night and learn the algorithms.  

All children are welcome! 

 

Lattice 

Partial Sums 

Partial Products 

Partial Quotients 

Frames and Arrows 

Trade First Subtraction 

 

 Win a Math Basket for Your Family!!!  

 Enjoy delicious refreshments!!! 

 Homework Passes for all students who attend!!! 

 

 

 

Parent Math Night 

Return this form for a treat!  

 

Studentôs name: ________________________  

___ Yes, I/we will attend Parent Math Night on Tuesday, November 18.  Number of 

people _____.  

___ No, I am unable to attend 
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DONôT FORGET! 

 PARENT MATH NIGHT  

           1 WEEK AWAY!  

Tuesday, November 18 

6:30 ï 8:00 

Pembroke Elementary Cafeteria 

 

Win a Math Basket for Your Family!!!  

Enjoy delicious refreshments!!!  

Homework Passes for all students who attend!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONôT FORGET! 

 PARENT MATH NIGHT  

           1 WEEK AWAY!  

Tuesday, November 18 

6:30 ï 8:00 

Pembroke Elementary Cafeteria 

 

Win a Math Basket for Your Family!!!  

Enjoy delicious refreshments!!!  

Homework Passes for all students who attend!!! 
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Family Math Night  

 

Adult(s) Child(ren) Attending 

 

Grade(s) 
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Math Night Babysitting Sign-In/Sign-out 

 

Name of Child 

 

Drop-Off Name Pick-up Name 
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November 3, 2008 

 

Hi Miss Marilyn, 

I emailed this to you also, but I didnôt know which was the easier way to get a hold of 

you! 

 

On Tuesday, November 18 from 6:30-8:00, we are having a Parent Math Night in the 

cafeteria.  Can I have assistance in setting up the cafeteria/SPR? 

 

This is what we need in the cafeteria: 

 About 60 chairs set up in the front facing the stage 

 7 Lunch tables spread out and set up around the perimeter 

 1 table towards the front of the cafeteria to be used for refreshments 

 Table outside the cafeteria doors for sign-in and registration. 

 Podium on the floor in the front on the floor level 

 Each of the 7 tables will also have to have a chart stand/whiteboard.  Last year we 

had help moving these stands up from the Kindergarten and first grade 

classrooms. 

 

SPR: 

 We need some mats moved into the SPR from the gym for the pre-schoolers to sit 

on. 

 

Thank you for your help!  Please let me know if you have any questions or problems! 

 

Joane Ofeldt 

Room 22 
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Pembroke Elementary School 

4622 Jericho Road 

Virginia Beach, Virginia   23462 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

             ñMustangs Are Wild About Learningò                                                                  

 

Dear Parents: 

 

 The purpose of this letter is to explain how students are assessed and how the 

report card grade is determined.  This year, while using the 3
rd

 Edition of Everyday 

Mathematics, I will assess your childôs understanding of the mathematics objectives on 

an ongoing basis.  I will frequently make notes of your childôs progress while observing 

them working on slate activities, interacting during group work or games, and completing 

written responses. There are Progress Checks for each unit for evaluating individual 

student progress as well.  I will maintain checklists to track each studentôs progress 

toward specific grade level goals.  These records will be used to determine whether 

certain topics need review and whether particular students need additional help or 

challenge.  Due to this daily gathering of data regarding your childôs progress, a large 

amount of graded papers will not be sent home.   

 The following rubric is used to determine a studentôs level of understanding: 

 

4 points Student is making adequate progress.  Student solves the problem correctly and 

demonstrates a sophisticated and well-articulated understanding of the concept 

or skill being assessed. 

3 points Student is making adequate progress.  Student solves the problem correctly 

with only minor errors and demonstrates a developmentally-appropriate 

understanding of the concept or skill being assessed.   

2 points Student is not making adequate progress.  Student appears to understand some 

components of the problem and attempts to solve the problem.  Student 

demonstrates an understanding of the concept or skill being assessed that is 

marginally short of what is expected.   

1 point Student is not making adequate progress.  Student appears to not understand 

the problem but makes some attempt to solve it.  Student demonstrates an 

understanding of the concept or skill being assessed that is significantly short 

of what is expected.  

Dr. Linda Hayes, Principal  

Mrs. Karen OôMeara, Assistant 

Principal  

 

Phone: (757) 473 - 5025 

Fax: (757) 473 - 5624  
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In order to determine an overall grade for the report card, I will average the rubric grades 

from the data collected on the checklists.  The following conversion scale will be used to 

determine the grade: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a parent, you can support the assessment process by communicating with me on a 

regular basis.  I will send home a Family Letter to explain the contents of each unit and 

Home or Study Links pages to review and practice material learned in lessons.   

 

Please contact me anytime if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grades K - 2 

4.0       4+ 

3.6 - 3.9      4 

3.5            4-  

3.4            3+ 

2.6 - 3.3      3 

2.5            3-  

2.4            2+ 

           1.6 - 2.3       2 

  

           1.5             

2-  

           0- 1.4          1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 3 - 5 

      4.0             A+ 

      3.7 - 3.9       A 

      3.6             A-  

      3.5             B+ 

      3.1 - 3.4       B 

      3.0             B-  

      2.9             C+ 

      2.6 - 2.8       C  

      2.5             C-  

      2.4             D+ 

      2.1 - 2.3       D 

      2.0             D-  

      0- 1.9          E 

 




